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Abstract: 

Bakarmom, Riyadh Ahmed. Ancient South Arabian inscriptions 

from Yemen; Based on publications of 

the Queen of  

Yarmouk University, 2014. (Supervised by: Prof. Hani Hayajnah).                           

A total of 39 Ancient South Arabian inscriptions selected from 

amongst those published in the exhibition The Yemen; in the Land of 

the Queen of Sheba were studied analytically, linguistically and 

comparatively.  

The study constitutes an introduction, three chapters, a summary 

and several indices. The introduction includes the research problem, its 

significance, the methodology of research and its history. 

The first chapter comprises of a general introduction to the history 

of pre-Islamic Arabia and its inscriptions divided into separate sections 

for Northern and Southern Arabia. It also includes a brief historical 

overview of the South Arabian kingdoms (Saba`, a ramawt, Awsan, 

Ma n, Qatb n and imyar) and the languages used in that region before 

Islam (including those of the inscriptions under study). 

The second chapter comprises the bulk of the thesis: the analytical 

and comparative study of the selected inscriptions.       



 
 

The third chapter is a review of the ancient religions of Southern 

Arabia in light of the inscriptions. It focuses on the gods and temples 

mentioned in the inscriptions.    

The summary is a review of the notable linguistic, social and 

political observations made in the study, most importantly the personal 

names appearing for the first time in the inscriptions.                                     

The last pages constitute lists of personal names, patronyms, 

theonyms  and toponyms found in the inscriptions. In addition, there is a 

table listing previous publications that included the inscriptions. Lastly 

are the images of the selected inscriptions as well as sketches of some of 

them.  

Key words: Ancient South Arabian inscriptions, Sabaean, Qatabanean, 

Minaean, a ramout, imyarite  
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AAE: Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy. 

AM=NAM: National Aden Museum. 

ANA: Ancient North Arabian. 

ASA: Ancient South Arabian. 

BDB: Brown, F.; Driver, S. R.; Briggs, C. A. 1972. 

BM: British Museum. 

CIH: Inscriptiones Himyariticas et Sabaeas Continens. CIS, Corpus 
inscriptionum semiticarum ab Academia Inscriptionum et Litterarum 
Humaniorum conditium atque digestum. Paris: Imprimerie nationale. 
Académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres. 

CSAI: Corpus of South Arabian Inscriptions, see: http://dasi.humnet.unipi.it.

Gl: Inscriptions edited by E. Glaser. 

J: Inscriptions edited by A. Jamme. 

MSA: Modern South Arabian. 

M M=MM: Military Sanaá Museum. 

RES: Repertoire d'epigraphic semitique ,Tome V.VI.VII, Paris 1929-
1950. 

WH: Winnett, F.V. and Harding,G.L 1978.    

WZKM: Wiener Zeitschrift für die Kunde des Morgenlandes. 

YM: Saná  National Museum. 
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